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To Universities and Colleges—A Memorial
A MEMORIAL ON BIBLE AS A COLLEGE ENTRANCE CREDIT, ADOPTED BY THE

DEPARTMENTS OF UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES AND TEACHERS OF
BIBLE IN COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES, 'IN JOINT SESSION OF

THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION CONVENTION,
ROCHESTER, N. Y., MARCH 11, 1921.

We hold that the Bible makes an essential contribution to the ends of
higher education, which has for its main objective the making of the highest
type of world citizenship.

The Bible is the depository of the finest ideals of life. It joins ethics
with religion, and defines religion in social terms. "Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God and thy neighbor as thyself" is both Old and New Testament
teaching. "Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even
so unto them" is the golden rule of conduct.

The Bible is the finest specimen of English literature. Sentiment and
literary expression go hand in hand. It says great things, and says them in
a noble, clear and impressive way. These two outstanding qualities give
the Bible pre-eminence of values in education.

There is to be recorded a gratifying growth in the appreciation of the
educational value of Bible study. It is seen in the increasing recognition
the study is obtaining in the college curriculum and in the steady growth
of "Grade A," speaking of better equipment in man power and material,
according to the report of the Committee on the Standardization of Colleges,
presented to this convention by the chairman, Prof. Irving F. Wood, of
Smith College.

The time has now come for taking a forward step in urging that credits
in Bible study be more generally allowed for college entrance. There are
three reasons for such action.

(a) It calls attention to the importance of systematic Bible study
in the secondary schools, the Church Bible School, the Association
schools, etc.

(b) It tends to increase the efficiency of Bible study in these outside
agencies, by bringing it under academic control, and by insisting
upon high grade of work.

(c) It stimulates the systematic study of the Bible by offering of
academic reward.

We therefore recommend that the report of the Joint Commission
be adopted by all our American colleges, and be made the basis for a college
entrance elective.

That the College Entrance Board be requested to prepare and offer
examinations (based on the recommendations of the Commission) beginning
June, 1921.

That the preparatory schools be requested to provide an adequate staff
and equipment for the teaching of the Biblical courses outlined by the
Comnjission.

ISMAR J. PERITZ,

Chairman of the Department of Universities and Colleges.
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